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I decided to profit by these circumstances and visit
France, It was the custom for a newly-appointed Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs, whether Russian or French, to
take the first opportunity that offered to visit the capital
of the allied country in order to get in touch with the
men in power. Accordingly, I obtained the Emperor's
permission to go to Paris, where I was to be received by
the President of the Republic, and to confer with the
members of M, Sarrien's Cabinet, in which M. Bourgeois
was Minister of Foreign Affairs, M. Clemenceau Minister
of the Interior, and M. Briand Minister of Public Worship.
To avoid passing through Berlin I planned to go by
way of Bavaria, where my family, whom I had not seen
for five months, was spending the summer at Lake
Tegernsee. My wife was to go with me from there
to Paris, but, on my return, in accordance with estab-
lished custom, it would be necessary to stop at Berlin,
where I was to be received by Emperor William and
to see the Chancellor, Prince von Billow.